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A DRIVEWAY CUT OUT TO CONFORM WITH THE SLOPE OF THE GROUNDS 



HANDLING THE DRIVEWAY QUESTION 



By Albert Marple 



SINCE "old Dobbin" has, to a very great extent, 
taken a "back seat" and the automobile has 
come within reach of even the poor man, the 
attention of the builder is naturally demanded by 
the driveway, as one of the features and expenses 
which come hand in hand with the new car. There 
was once a day when the drive was placed as far 
from the view of the public as possible. In those 
days this feature of the home place was generally 
anything but an attraction, and one cannot blame 
the folks for wanting to hide it. Things have 
changed, however, with the y;ears and now an 
entirely different custom exists. It is to-day the 
rule to make the driveway as attractive as possible 
and to place it where every passerby may see it. It 
is now considered a part of the home place just as 
much as is the lawn, the sidewalk or flowers. Many 
builders who do not own machines, as well as those 
who do, are installing features of this kind, while 
in the instances where the drive is not actually 
built, space is left at the side of the home for it. 

When the location for the driveway has been 
decided upon the next question which presents itself 
to the home owner is, naturally, "What sort of 
material shall we use?" Before this query can be 
answered satisfactorily the builder must consider 
the "setting" which includes the home beside which 
the drive is to be placed as well as the general sur- 
roundings. Two important questions with regard 
to materials are price and durability, for unless the 
builder is careful he may be called upon to install 
a new driveway every year. This is an aggravating 
procedure and very often results from the selection 
of cheap materials. It is economical as regards 
both time and labor to buy well at the very outset, 
so that when the drive is once installed it is there 
to stay for years. 

While we were gathering the collection of pictures 
which accompany this story we found, probably, 
nine concrete garages to one of all other kinds put 



together. This being true there is, then, little 
argument as to what is the best material to use. It 
is a very logical conclusion that anything in any 
line that ninety per cent, of the people use and 
continue to use, is the best thing in its line. Con- 
crete is the cheapest, most durable, easiest to install 
and most universally pleasing in appearance of any 
material known for driveway construction. It is 
"at home" before dwellings of every type and of 
every material. The manner in which it contrasts 
with the lawns and other greenery near which it is 
generally constructed is most pleasing. 

These photographs were taken in Southern Cali- 
fornia. That is the section in which the two-strip 
drive originated, and where it is now almost ex- 
clusively employed. It serves the purpose for which 
it is intended just as well as does the solid concrete 
drive, while at the same time it is considerably less 
expensive. The average width for strips for this 
drive is about eighteen inches. Narrower strips 
may be used, but these are not recommended, while 
those of greater width are altogether unnecessary. 
The strips should be fifty-six inches apart, measure- 
ments being taken from center to center of runways. 
Some builders are creating unusual and ornamental 
designs in this two-strip drive, and how two of 
these drives may be placed side by side between 
homes is illustrated. After these drives make 
the short rise from the street, they curve slightly 
outward, lending an additional attractive touch. 
It must not be supposed that these two-strip drives 
are being used only in connection with inexpensive 
homes, for' many of the largest and most elaborate 
places in Southern California are being equipped 
with them. 

The all-concrete driveway is also becoming popu- 
lar and the concrete archway pergola has proven 
very effective. Placing the drive and the approach 
to the home side by side is growing in favor and 
most home places are so situated that this may be 
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The central drain is a new feature for the driveway 



done. A new feature for the drive is the central 
drain. Only one or two drives of this type have 
thus far appeared, but the idea is a good one and 
is attracting considerable attention. Very often the 
home place is so situated that to give the driveway 
the desired slope the grounds in front of the dwell- 
ing must be cut away more or less. This may be 
done in various ways, but our illustration shows 



how one home-owner "turned the 
trick** in a very attractive manner. It 
will be noted that the grade of this 
drive is very gradual. 

It is possible for the owners of side- 
by-side homes to economize by joining 
hands and using the same drive, this 
being located upon the property line 
between the dwellings. In such a case 
the drive would branch to either side 
at the rear of the homes and there 
connect with the garages of the re- 
spective residences. 

The concrete driveway is "always 
at home" and harmonizes even with 
the brick residence and garage. One 
of the driveways shown has a flower 
mound within it, around either side 
of which the roadway runs. This is 
a strictly suburban feature. 
There are many ways in which the driveway may 
be beautified. The driveway which is simply a drive 
and nothing more is cold and uninviting. A few 
flowers and greenery will make this feature of the 
home place one that is a credit to the property in 
general. The rustic pergola is inexpensive to con- 
struct, but the charming effect that a feature of 
this kind produces may be seen by a glance at 



Harmonious 
treatment of 

CONCRETE drive- 
way FOR SUBURBAN 
HOME 



Placing the 
driveway and 
approach to the 
home side by side 





the example illustrated. Rose vines, 
planted along the foot of this pergola 
or arbor, have grown over its sides 
and top and even upon the sides of 
the home. Another way of accomplish- 
ing this beautifying effect, consists in 
leaving a narrow space at either side 
of the drive and planting within it 
evergreens or flowers. One owner of an 
asphalt driveway placed a drain water 
gutter of concrete along the side of 
his drive. This is simply a "safety 
first" feature, and should always be 
used in connection with the driveways 
made of dirt, gravel, crushed rock, etc. 
There are several things that should 
be remembered in the construction of 
the concrete drive: While similar in 
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appearance to the ordinary sidewalk, 
the concrete of the drive should be 
thicker and heavier than that used in 
the walk. Sidewalks are generally 
about three inches in thickness while 
the drive should be at least five inches 
thick. The home-builder who lays a 
four-inch drive is taking a big chance 
of having to install another drive a 
year later right in the same spot. If the 
owner is willing to go to a little extra 
expense at the outset he might drop 
in six inches of concrete without feel- 
ing that he is overdoing the job, for if 
the material is of a good composition 
and is well mixed he is safe for years. 
The average cost for the drive, if done 
by a contractor, is about ten cents a 
foot for the 5-inch, with the expense 
varying from nine to twelve cents, 
according to mixture, proximity to the source of 
supply, etc. If the owner is putting in his own 
drive, he might use a 1 to 8 mixture, — one of cement 
to eight of unscreened sand, or one of cement to 
two of sand and six of gravel or broken rock. Many 
use this mixture, while some use one of cement to 




Showixg treatment of two driveways placed side by side 



staunch of build and at the same time attractive. 
"What is worth while doing at all is worth doing 
well" is at all times true, and the home-builder of 
today recognizes the rights of his neighbor in this 
respect by making the approach to his house a 
pleasing feature of the neighborhood. 




Rustic pergola 

over driveway 

which is both 

charming and 

inexpensive 



Concrete drive- 
way WITH 
residence and 
garage of brick 



two of sand and four of gravel or 
broken rock. Upon the bed made of 
either of these mixtures a surface 
coat three-eighths or one-half an inch 
thick, consisting of half cement and 
half sand should be run. This may be 
finished smooth or rough as desired. 
In the illustrations given, it will 
be seen that in each individual case 
a special problem has been worked 
out. Where the sides of the drive 
have of necessity been sloping, care 
has been taken to follow graceful lines 
thus making the driveway a part of 
one harmonious scheme. These drives 
frankly express their purpose of 
furnishing a means of ingress and 
egress and have been made direct, 




